198                             RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK was defeated by a great majority. The chairman ^^ was said to have touched the heart of the meeting; when he pointed out how monstrous it was that a measure for compelling the children of the agricultural labourers to go to school should be discussed by a Parliament which does not represent the agricultural labourers at all. The fact that it was right in feeling did not prevent this from being a sound political argument. After all, no sound political argument can be wrong in feeling.
By and by in our own party there was a preliminary question on which the division threatened to be sharp: should county franchise precede or follow the reform of London government? It is only worth mentioning because it came up, and was settled against the precedence of London reform, a.t a great meeting of the federation of Liberal associations, held at Leeds (October 1883), over which I was chosen to preside. It was my first test of capacity for handling one of these gatherings, and all went satisfactorily enough. What was more important, it was here that Bright, who had been standard-bearer in the battle for household suffrage in boroughs, made his memorable suggestion for overcoming the Lords, if, as was certain, they should resist the extension of the same franchise in the counties. If the Peers rejected a Bill once, he said in his cogent way, and it had been considered in a subsequent session by the Commons, and if, after due deliberation, it had been again sent up to the Peers, then the Peers must pass it, or it will receive the Royal assent and will become law. The idea had, I think, been broached by James Mill some thirty years before. It took time, as reforms do, but theplied that he had a favourable opinion of men as a whole, and he believed the majority were really actuatediseeretofore ever your very grateful and very affectionate
